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Free service
gives bus
locations
on phones
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com

opinions from them,” Harris said. “We can’t go anywhere
without input.”
Charley Pride, director of Student Activities and Organizations, said going to other student centers helped SGA
realize what it wants, and now members can share that information with the rest of campus.

A new service provided by Topper Transit
plans to “take the guesswork out” of getting to
class on time.
NEXTbus, a system that tracks the location
of each campus bus using geo-positioning software, was implemented Monday to improve
customer service, visibility and ridership, according to the Parking and Transportation Services website.
Students waiting to catch a ride on the bus
to their next class can find out the arrival time
by simply calling (270) 392-3193 and entering
the bus stop code, or by going to www.wku.edu/
nextbus.
Steve Rowland, transit manager for Parking
and Transportation, said research has shown that
students can really benefit from NEXTbus.
“Studies bring up that people have a hard
time reading schedules and get anxious if they
don’t see the bus,” he said. “With our system
they can simply check in and find out.”
Madisonville freshman Kelsey Luttrell has
already made use of the new system.
“I woke up on the first day of classes and
didn’t know how much time I had,” she said. “I
was trying to decide whether I had time to get
coffee or not, and I remembered seeing flyers for
NEXTbus.”
Luttrell said when she called the service, she
was informed that the bus would be there in 45
seconds.
“It was really helpful, because I would have
missed the bus and had to wait a lot longer in
the cold,” she said. “I think it was a really cool
system for Western to implement.”

SEE OPINION, PAGE 5

SEE BUS, PAGE 6

ASA BLACK/HERALD

Student Government Association members hope to soon raise awareness of potential renovations to Downing University Center. The
renovations would cost about $49 million, some of which would come from a $70 per semester student fee.

Students with a say
SGA to gauge student opinion on DUC renovations

By MIKE STUNSON

Highlights of SGA's student
center tour, page 5A

news@chherald.com

Now that Student Government Association members
have seen ways Downing University Center can be improved, they are working on a plan of action — which includes gathering student input — for the coming weeks.
Chief of Staff Charlie Harris will be heading the student awareness side of the project. He said SGA members
agreed to set up booths in DUC and other locations on campus to start getting the word out about possible renovations.
“We will be looking for student input, but also to gain

Staff Council, SGA discuss timeline of smoke-free campus
By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com

Though the University Senate is the
only one of WKU’s three main representative bodies to pass a smoke freeresolution for campus, the issue has
been discussed among the other bodies
as well.
President Gary Ransdell said he still
needs input from the Staff Council and
the Student Government Association
before he sends a recommendation to
WKU’s Board of Regents.
The University Senate passed a resolution in December, 39-13, that would
eventually stop tobacco use on campus.
Ransdell said that making WKU

smoke-free would affect many people,
so it should be carefully considered.
“We have a lot of people who smoke
on this campus — students and faculty
and staff,” Ransdell said. “So it’s not an
insignificant matter.”
Staff Council has discussed a potential campus smoking ban, Staff Council
Chair Diane Carver said.
Chester McNulty, designated smoking area committee member, started
working with SGA President Colton
Jessie last year, she said.
A resolution could possibly be drafted at next month’s Staff Council meeting after more discussion, she said.
During January’s Staff Council meeting, it was announced that McNulty had

started working with Anita Britt, health
and safety specialist for Environmental
Health and Safety, to relocate smoking
areas around Grise Hall.
Their air tests showed that several
smoking areas around the building
needed to be moved, according to minutes from the meeting.
The areas have been relocated and the
air will be retested, while other buildings, such as Mass Media and Technology Hall and Gary Ransdell Hall, will
be evaluated.
Carver said that these areas are being tested only to determine the appropriate smoking area signage on buildings.
Jessie said that although plans are

not immediate, SGA hopes to soon talk
about the possibility of a smoke-free
resolution.
At Tuesday’s SGA meeting, Charlie
Harris, chief of staff, put the issue on
the table to be discussed. He told the
senate that other representative bodies
had already discussed it.
“I’d encourage this body to do so in
the near future,” Harris said. “I know
we have a lot on our plate with the DUC
renovation.”
Jessie said that once the issue is discussed, the senate will come up with
its own resolution either supporting the
smoking ban or dismissing it.
SEE SMOKE, PAGE 6

Ordinance says 'most' city
businesses going smoke free
By AARON FRAISER
news@chherald.com

An ordinance banning smoking in most
public places in Bowling Green comes into
effect 90 days from last Monday, when city
commissioners passed the ordinance with a
3-2 vote.
It begs the question: What’s “most?”
According to the ordinance, no person
will be allowed to smoke in any building or
enclosed area, including but not limited to
all office buildings and work places, with a
few exceptions.
Exceptions include retail tobacco stores,
homes and designated smoking areas man-

dated by the government.
Smoking near building entrances will be
prohibited. Also, “no smoking” signs will be
required in buildings, and ashtrays will be
removed.
Jeff Zeman, manager of Overtime Sports
Bar and Grill, said he doesn’t expect his
business to be affected by the new ordinance.
“People aren’t going to stay home just because they can’t smoke,” Zeman said. “They
didn’t come here just to smoke. We will have
DELAYNA EARLEY/HERALD
to make adjustments, but people are still go- Sara Phillips, a senior from Floyds Knobs, Ind., smokes a cigarette at Tidball’s on
ing to come.”
Wednesday night. “I understand banning smoking in restaurants, but I think that small
SEE BUSINESSES, PAGE 6
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Josh Mauser/Herald
“Togetherness is a bedtime routine,” Heidi Álvarez said as her
family sat down at the kitchen
table for their nightly traditions.
Sometimes the kids color, and
other times they do homework.
But after dinner is family time
regardless of what they are doing. That is until the kids are in
bed and Heidi and her husband
Fabián go their separate ways to
prepare for class the next day.
Fabián and Heidi Álvarez take
the time to not only juggle their
lives as full-time professors at
WKU, but also as a husband and
wife with three kids: Anastacia,
5, Lyliana, 4, and Calixto, 2.
Since they became parents,
teaching and parenting became
a juggling act. Heidi, a professor
in the music department, works

JANUARY 28, 2011

in the mornings while Fabián, a
professor in the English department, works in the afternoons
and late evenings. Although the
lifestyle is stressful, both agree
that it's best for their kids not
to have to be in daycare.
The schedule is always full, and
they have many late nights in
their offices catching up on
their work after their kids are in
bed.
But Fabián and Heidi said they
always make time to be with the
kids. “I am not willing to compromise on time with the kids,”
Heidi said.
“Something always gets ignored,” and “there is very little
room for error,” Fabián said
about managing their daily
schedules. “It isn’t difficult until
one day changes.”

CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Devin Dewitt, Bowling Green, reported on Jan. 26 that her iPhone 4 was
stolen when she ate at RedZone. The
value of the theft was $400.
■ Julia Hines, Gilbert Hall, reported
on Jan. 25 that her Vera Bradley
change purse with contents was
stolen from her backpack in the fine
arts center.
■ William Berner, Barnes-Campbell
Hall, reported on Jan. 24 that his earphones and a video game were stolen
from his room. The value of the theft
was $510.

Arrests
■ Elizabeth Bell, Louisville, was arrested
on Jan. 27 for DUI ﬁrst offense aggravated, reckless driving, and failing to
signal. She was released the same day
on an unsecured bond.
■ Amber Gilbert, Gilbert Hall, was
arrested on Jan. 24 in her room for possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia. She was released the next
day on a court order.

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at our webiste

Soulja Boy coming to BG
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@chherald.com

Recording artists Soulja Boy, Ray J and
Yo Gotti are headed to Bowling Green.
The R&B trio will perform at the Winter Jam Concert, presented by Horseman
Entertainment and hosted by Startin5ive.
com, on Feb. 25 at Diddle Arena.
Winter Jam kicks off at 7 p.m., and
doors open at 6 p.m.
Soulja Boy will headline the concert
because he will be able “to attract people
outside the city limits of Bowling Green,”
said Bowling Green senior Chase Carpenter, who works for Startin5ive.com.
The show will cost $20 for students,
and general admission is $25. Floor seating is available for $35. Ticket information can be found at www.wkusports.
com.
The Winter Jam Concert is going to
be “one of the biggest shows to come to

Bowling Green,” said Desmond Bell, who
works for Horseman Entertainment.
Carpenter said he and Bell have known
each other for a long time, and it was
Bell’s contacts at Horseman Entertainment that made the Winter Jam happen.
“He saw how me and the rest of my
friends of Startin5ive were hosting a lot
of successful events on WKU’s campus ...
which in the long run led both of us to collaborate, especially since he as well has a
long history of hosting events,” Carpenter
said.
Both Bell and Carpenter are anticipating that the concert will be popular with
people of all ages.
“I believe with the right networking
and word of mouth everything will fall
into place,” Carpenter said. “Startin5ive
and Horseman Entertainment will work
together to make this a successful event,
and hopefully the community will support
us.”

Springhill Liquor
2/15/2011

2/15/2011

2/15/2011

Half Barrel Keg
$54.99

750ml
$19.99

24 Pack Cans
$17.99

750ml
$19.99

2/15/2011

2/15/2011

2/15/2011

2037 Russellville Road
(270) 782-5551

Must be 21 of Age to Enter
Please Drink Responsibily
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PRISM concert looks to bring noise, lights to Van Meter
By JOANNA WILLIAMS
news@chherald.com

Out of all the experiences Bowling
Green senior Emily White has had in her
four years in the music department, including touring across the state and Italy, the
PRISM concert still ranks among her favorites.
Tonight’s 16th annual PRISM concert
will feature
25 musiIf you go...
cal pieces
using
19
■ What: PRISM
ensembles
concert
from
the
■ When: 7:30 p.m.
music de■ Where: Van Meter
partment,
said Gary
Auditorium
Schallert,
■ Cost: $10 public, $5
an associate
students and senior
music procitizens
fessor and
producer of
the concert.
A total of 175 students will perform.
The concert is the only performance of
the year that features almost every ensemble
in the music department, Schallert said.
“It’s exciting,” White said. “With all of

us being so busy, we rarely get to sit down
and see each other perform, so to be able to
do that now is great.”
Jeff Smith, the technical director for the
concert, has worked on the PRISM concert
for 12 years.
“It’s a showcase for Western’s music
department,” Smith said. “It has everything
from wind ensemble to a flute duet. It really
does expand the gambit of WKU’s music
department.”
He said planning the event was full of
logistical difficulties this year because of
working at a new venue, but he thinks the
final project will be worth it.
This is the first time in several years
that the concert has been performed in Van
Meter Hall because of renovations, Schallert said. The past two years it has been performed in Downing University Center.
Smith said although Van Meter’s auditorium is smaller than most auditoriums, it
works to their advantage when performing
a concert like PRISM.
“It’s extraordinarily laid out,” he said.
“One of the best sounding rooms I’ve ever
been in because of the size. Everyone can
hear.”
Students have been practicing since Sunday with about an hour of rehearsal time

DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD

Associate music professor Gary Schallert conducts WKU band students during a rehearsal for
Friday's PRISM concert in Van Meter Auditorium on Wednesday.

each day, White said.
The concert will feature unique components such as special effects, colored lights
and comedy, which all combine to form a

memorable experience for concert goers,
Schallert said.
“All those things put together create an
unbelievable show,” Schallert said.

WKU could lose earmarks requested by McConnell
By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com

According to President Barack
Obama’s State of the Union address on
Tuesday, WKU could lose millions of
dollars in potential funding.
WKU is seeking money by way of
earmarks requested by Sen. Mitch McConnell. But during the State of the
Union address, Obama said he would
veto any bill containing earmarks, which
is funding attached to a bill that typically
affects a Congress member’s home state.
One of the earmarks McConnell has
requested is $2.5 million to expand
WKU’s School of Nursing, according to
washingtonwatch.com.
If the earmark is received, WKU will

expand the school’s classroom space and
purchase equipment with the money.
This equipment will give nursing
students at WKU the tools necessary to
meet the growing demand for nurses in
Kentucky, according to the request.
At last Friday’s Board of Regents
meeting, three new academic programs
were approved, including a Doctorate in
Nursing Practice.
Eve Main, assistant professor and
lead nurse practitioner in the Masters of
Science in Nursing program, said previously that WKU students can already
get bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
nursing, but the American Association
of Colleges of Nursing recommended in
2004 that any advanced practice nurses
have a DNP by 2015.

Main said that after the recommendation by the AACN was made, officials
decided to pursue getting a DNP program
approved because they believe enrollment in the nursing program may slow if
they don’t offer a doctorate degree.
The earmark, if not received, will not
affect the advancement of this program,
said Robbin Taylor, vice president for
Public Affairs, in an e-mail.
“Plans for the new program will proceed as planned,” Taylor said. “Federal
appropriations are used to enhance programs and services — not for general
day-to-day operating.”
Taylor said that this will not be the
first time WKU hasn’t received expected
earmarks.
In 2007, when leadership changed in

the House of Representatives and Senate,
she said there were around $15 million in
pending projects that weren’t funded.
“Federal earmarks are never a sure
thing and not something we build into
operating budgets,” Taylor said.
In total, McConnell has requested
$276 million in earmarks for 2011.
About $16 million of this sum is planned
for projects at WKU, according to washingtonwatch.com.
In addition to the School of Nursing
expansion, projects include the construction of an Agricultural Research Service
laboratory and research unit.
Though McConnell has previously
requested these earmarks, he now said
he backs Obama in the fight against earmarks, according to multiple reports.
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TOPS to the new Gary
Ransdell Hall being
open for classes.

Financial planning should start now
I'm not so well-versed in
money matters. But I am frugal, and I do know irresponsible
spending when I see it. Therefore, my fellow collegians, I'm
calling you out.
Sure, we all want the freedom to spend as much and as
frequently as we'd like. And
with money and materialism
being the focus of much of our
popular music, the idea is hard
to escape.
But if we'd snap back to
reality and find comfort in the
typical college student life,
we'd be OK to disagree with
Puff Daddy's 1996 proclamation that "it's all about the Benjamins, baby."
It's residual check season,
so I've noticed that some students have loosened the grip on
their wallets. And when I hear
decadent spring break plans and
shopping sprees hinging on the
phrase, "When I get my residual
…" I wonder how many among
them even consider saving their
money.
By some divine miracle,
scholarships and family support

ANGELA OLIVER
Rhyme & Reason
opinion@chherald.com
have funded my education. And
I realize that isn't possible for
everyone.
But I'd assume most college
students have heard horror stories of others being in debt after
graduating or even paying student loans well into their 40s.
So why not save? A couple
hundred dollars here and there
won't hurt you. Especially if it's
coming out of thousands. And
if your bank offers interest, it'll
grow a little over the years.
For most, loans are the only
option, but it is possible to get
just enough to cover your aca-

demic expenses, and no, that
doesn't include trips or expensive clothes.
Furthermore, there are federal loans, such as Pell Grants and
other need-based state grants,
that do not have to be paid back.
Also, companies like FedEx
and Chick-Fil-A have scholarships exclusive to their employees. You may even stumble upon scholarships through
churches or other small community outlets. The point is,
money for college is out there if
you look hard enough.
If loans are the only option,
be sure to comparison shop
and know what kinds of loans
you're getting. Forbes.com has
a great article titled "Six Things
to Know Before Taking Out a
Loan" that may help you plan.
And according to an Alliance
Bernstein Investments survey,
those who graduated with debt
were more likely to postpone
marriage, buying a house, medical procedures and also suffered
depression, spousal arguments
and compulsive spending at
higher rates than those who

BOTTOMS to some
students (including
us) being confused
about what exactly to
call it.

graduated debt-free.
Remember, dear peers, we're
just a few steps from "the real
world." If we can't manage our
money now, we'll be up the
creek when it comes to paying
mortgages and supporting families.
So don't be afraid to take a
vow of poverty for the next few
years. You don't need the newest Jordans or the latest iPad.
I encourage you to shop with
coupons and have no shame in
buying generic brands — Great
Value tastes the same, I promise. Plan your budget at the
beginning of each week, check
your bank account often and
frequent the clearance aisles or
thrift stores. Their stuff is more
original anyway.
Whatever you do, don't blow
your residual checks. If you
must spend them, spend wisely
and only on necessities.
Wealth will come, but your
degree has to come first.

TOPS to so many
students trying to stay
healthy this semester.

BOTTOMS to the
Preston Center being so
crowded.

TOPS to TopperMail
and its new features. It
was about time for an
upgrade.
BOTTOMS to students having to switch
to a new, longer e-mail
address. That looks
really professional on
a resume.

This commentary doesn't necessarily represent the views of the
Herald or the university.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Be the change
you want to see

have an opinion?
Write a letter to the editor (250 words or less) or a commentary (500 words and a photo) about what's on
your mind. E-mail them to opinion@chherald.com.

Personal opinion: any
perspective portraying the
thoughts or voice of an individual. Throughout life, we
are taught to have a voice
and speak up for what we
believe in.
Of course, it all started
in elementary school when
we were all forced to make
friends on the playground.
Stating our opinions on
what we liked to do helped
us become social and make
friends with kids who
shared the same interests.
This small inception of the
mind as a kid was carried
over to middle school and
high school.
Eventually we all carried
our own perspectives with us
to college, where we learned
that speaking out against
something you didn’t believe
in was the only way to get
noticed.
You may be asking,
“What’s the reason for this
brief lesson on opinion?”

Well, honestly it’s not a lesson at all, more of a public
service announcement. A
reminder to every student on
campus that speaking up for
something you feel strongly
about will not only shape
your future, but the future of
things around you.
As a graduating senior, I
simply want to say always
use your voice. Instead of
wishing for something to
change, be the change you
want to see. Four years here
goes by faster than you
might expect.
So I’m challenging anyone who has time left to
make a mark on our beautiful campus and exercise your
right to stand by your values.
And do so with pride.
Besides, college is just
like elementary school, in
some ways if you think
about it. We offer our personal opinions about things
we like in an effort to make
friends with others. Right?
Marcus Steele
Bowling Green senior
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What you could see in a renovated DUC
By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com

Nine members of
Student Government
Association, as well
as WKU administrators and architects,
visited seven universities’ student centers last week. They
received information
for potential renovations to Downing University Center.
Based on a presentation by Jeff Stivers,
head architect for the
project, here's some
high and low points
of the tour.

Ohio State

Stivers called this student
center “the mothership.”
He said that though the
student center for Ohio State was
a bigger project than what WKU
needs, the group took away ideas
for branding a renovated DUC.
“Every space we went into in
this building was Ohio State-speciﬁc, and I think that’s something
we appreciated,” Stivers said.
The ﬂoors, door handles and
even stairs are branded with Ohio
State’s name. The student center
also had a diner open 22 hours a
day that SGA members said they
liked.

Cincinnati

SGA President Colton Jessie
said he didn’t like the “convention center” feel of Cincinnati’s
student center.
Students said their center did
not mesh with what they’re trying
to do with DUC, because Cincinnati is much more of a commuter
school than WKU is.
Stivers also said architects can
use Cincinnati’s student center
as a model of what not to do in
some cases — such as casing
much of the building in concrete
that can’t be worked on later.

Ohio

Stivers said WKU can associate with the architecture of
Ohio’s student center.
“It was a much more inviting
place,” Stivers said.
Jessie believed Ohio’s student center is close to what they
were looking for. The building
has similar structure to much of
what’s being built at WKU, with
columns and brick.
“This one is the ﬁrst one I’ve
seen where that kind of style
would ﬁt WKU if we were to
move forward and do something
like that,” Jessie said.

Ohio Dominican

ODU’s campus is much
smaller than WKU, so the
student center didn’t compare
to DUC, but Administrative Vice
President Wade Pierce said their
student center was the ﬁrst to
tell a story.
SGA members especially liked
ODU’s wall of history.
“It was not only a place to
congregate, but it tells the story
of the university,” Pierce said.

For more SGA tour photos

facebook.com/wkusga
Photos courtesy of the
Student Government Association

Indiana UniversityPurdue UniversityIndianapolis

Stivers said IUPUI’s student
center had an “airport terminal
look to it.”
One concept Jessie did like
was a room that had desks for
student organizations that was
right next to IUPUI’s SGA office.
“You kind of form a better
community and better communication between other student
organizations on campus,” he
said.

Northern Kentucky

“(NKU) put us to shame with a
lot of the things we have here and
changed my opinion on DUC as
it is now,” senator Nathan Bishop
told SGA on Tuesday.
NKU featured a multi-purpose
room that includes a lounge and
gaming space that many of the
students enjoyed.
Bishop said NKU’s gaming
setup was used more than WKU’s
and “engendered a lot of conversation between those of us in the
room.”

Ball Sate

Jessie said this newly-renovated student center had a hospitallike feel to it.
“I literally felt like I was at the
Medical Center in Bowling Green,”
he said.
He also did not like how the
renovated parts of the building
did not mesh well with the rest of
the building.
“You could deﬁnitely tell what
was the old Ball State student
center and what was the new Ball
State student center,” Jessie said.
“If we renovate DUC, I deﬁnitely
want it to be seamless.”

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD CLASSIFIEDS
270-745-2653
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For Rent
Across from Engineering Building

nice clean 2 br. apartments nicely
furnished all utilities paid
$675/mo. lease/deposit required
no pets
392-6206

2 bedroom; close to campus;
please contact Dana or Erick
for more information
@ (270) 782-8282

Help Wanted
City of Bowling Green

PART-TIME POSITIONS

OPINION

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“We can show students what it can
be and also ask them what they want,”
Pride said. “Is it the study area? Is it
more of a place to hang out? Is it better
meeting rooms?”
Executive Vice President Kendrick
Bryan said during Tuesday’s SGA
meeting that more input will help
senators figure out how to vote on the
approval of the project. He said SGA

has two possible courses of action: the
project can be put up for an SGA vote
among senators, or the vote can go to
referendum, where the student body
decides if the project should continue.
The current proposal states there
will be a $70 fee every semester
for undergraduate students over the
course of the next 20 years. Students
will be counted on to pay for nearly 60
percent of the proposed budget for the
project, which is more than $49 million.
Jeff Stivers, head architect for the

project, told SGA on Tuesday that he’s
never seen a situation where students
were given this much input on a building plan.
“You are in such a unique position
to have such a huge, huge impact on a
significant project,” Stivers said.
Harris said SGA’s next step is to
gauge how students feel about the renovation in the coming weeks.
“There is so much more that can be
provided to DUC,” Harris said. “Now
that we know that, we need to show
the rest of the students.”

FITNESS INSTRUCTOR: Instructs individuals and classes; maintains fitness records, plans fitness programs, monitors safe usage of machines, and
teaches classes in weight trianing. CPR & First Aid Certification is required
for position (training and certification provided through Parks & Rec).
Prefer six months to one-year experience; Age 18+; 20-25 hrs/wk MondayFriday, 10:00 AM- 4:00 PM, OR 5:00 PM- 10:00 PM (may work occasional
weekends); $7.78/hour.
AEROBICS INSTRUCTOR: Instructs aerobic activities, including
yoga, spinning, and other specialty classes. CPR & First Aid Certifications
required. Classes are primarily in the evenings with some mornings, and
weekends; $16.87 per hour.
GOLF SHOP ATTENDANT & GREENSKEEPER I: Weekly work
schedule will consist of 15-40 hours per week (depending upon position)
with weekend work required. Must be 18+ and have ability to work well
with public. Salary will range from $7.40-$8.25/hr, depending upon position.
Applications for employment can be obtained at the Human Resources Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street or from website at www.bgky.org. All positions Open until filled, The City of Bowling Green is an
Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

NewsChannel 12 getting a makeover
By HANNAH BUSHON
news@chherald.com

NewsChannel 12 is ready to
shake its "amateur" graphics and
"cheesy" music.
"We're losing that 20th century
look and actually getting into the
21st century," said T.J. Parker, a
sophomore from Glen Ellyn, Ill.
Parker, along with Celeste Stein,
assistant broadcasting professor,
spearheaded the department's effort in the FX Design Group's "Ultimate Newscast Makeover" contest.
It was announced on Wednesday that WKU beat out finalist MI
News 26, a TV startup from Cadillac, Mich., for a free set redesign
from FX Design.
Parker said construction on the
new set will be completed by midMarch and will be on the air for
the last two months of the spring
semester.
Stein said the process began last

wkuherald.com

year for WKU when she began researching companies who produce
news sets.
After speaking with news producers around the region who had
recently acquired new sets, Stein
contacted FX Design, who told her
about the contest.
Stein approached Parker, who
assisted in the production of a
persuasive video describing how
WKU could benefit from a new set.
When a call came that WKU
was one of two finalists, NewsChannel 12 launched a promotional campaign on Facebook, Twitter
and local cable. Voting was open
online from Jan. 16 to Jan. 23,
which Parker said concerned those
at NewsChannel 12 because WKU
was still on winter break.
"We promoted the heck out of
it," he said.
The current NewsChannel 12
set was put together about 15
years ago, Stein said. However,
the makeover embodies not only a

physical set, but updated music and
graphics as well.
The makeover is valued at
$30,000, according to a WKU
press release.
Students were told on Tuesday
that they had won after FX Design
verified the voting mechanisms
used had recorded accurate numbers.
Though it appeared that MI
News 26 led most of the way, the
group determined there were problems with the poll.
"With the community, I honestly
did not think at first that we had a
lot of support, but I guess it ends up
that we did," Parker said.
James LeTourneau, assistant
professor and faculty adviser to
NewsChannel 12, said credit for
winning the makeover should go to
the students.
"This makes the station look
much better, up to date with a commercial operation," LeTourneau
said.

City of Bowling Green

LANDSCAPE HELPER
•
•

•
•

Starting: $9.43/hr., 35 hrs/wk.
Assists with maintenance of landscaped areas for the
City; Installing plant material according to design,
and maintaining areas
Operates various tools and equipment such as gardening tools, lawn mowers, rake, garden tiller
High School diploma, GED, or vocational school,
with one year of landscape experience preferred.

Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources Department
in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our website at www.bgky.org. Completed
applications must be submitted by 4:00 pm, February 4, 2011. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal
Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

Russellville, KY transportation company is currently seeking students/
graduates for intern/ or fulltime positions in logistics. Person must have
excellent organizational and communication skills, customer service
oriented, analytical and problem solving skills necessary.
Apply to: wtitransportapps@yahoo.com
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims
but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially
when asked to send money or provide credit card information The College Heights Herald
is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
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N is for Night Owl

Insomnia affects student's schedule
Each Friday, the Herald brings you a proﬁle inspired by a letter of the alphabet.

By HEIDI STEINHAUS
diversions@chherald.com

While many students might stay up late partying or
doing homework, Monticello junior Ben Hutchison stays
up because he is a self-proclaimed insomniac.
Insomnia is a sleep disorder characterized by difficulty falling asleep or staying up, said Kathryn Steward,
assistant director of health education at Health Services.
Ben says he hasn’t been clinically diagnosed with insomnia, but he has all the symptoms and has had them
for most of his life.
“I can fall asleep anywhere,” he said.
He’ll pass out on the floor, in a chair, anywhere.
One time when he was camping, he woke up in a tree
on a branch 10 feet off the ground, he said.
“I never remember falling
asleep,” Ben said.
On average, Ben stays awake at
least 20 hours a day.
“The longest I have gone without sleep is five days, during midterms, except for a one-hour power
nap,” he said.
He said he functions best after
three hours of good sleep.
Steward said everyone requires different amounts of sleep.
roommate, Will Gallaghwkuherald.com er, Ben’s
has no problem with Ben’s late
nights because he comes from a military family deployed to regions with different time zones.
“My body never adjusts to the time zones,” Gallagher
said.
Ben said he parties, plays video games, reads books
and downloads music at night.
He said he averages 150 music downloads during a
typical week, which he adds to his collection of about
20,000 songs on his computer.
Unable to sleep, Ben hangs out with friends at their
houses and locals bars and clubs.
“If you’re going to be up, you might as well do something,” he said.
Sometimes, though, insomnia interferes with Ben’s
classes.
He said he can sleep easily in class, and he can’t pay
attention.
He doesn’t often take night classes because they are
too long for him to stay awake, and morning classes are
too early.

check out
the video
online at

BUSINESSES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Though opinions on the smoking
ordinance have varied, Zeman said
Overtime’s business should be fine.
“It’s what the community wants
and through their elected officials, the
majority has spoken,” Zeman said.
California senior Onica Robert,

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Monticello junior Ben Hutchison listens to music on his laptop in his apartment in the early morning on Tuesday before a long
day of classes. Hutchinson, who rarely sleeps because of insomnia, often hangs out with friends and studies with the extra
time that he spends awake.

So, he schedules classes for the afternoon.
“Getting my homework done isn’t a problem, though,
because I have all the time in the world to do it,” he said.
Ben says he’s a really social person, and
Insomnia at WKU
sometimes his insomnia gets in the way of
A National College Health
socializing.
Association survey pub“Friends are awake
lished in 2010 revealed
during the day, so I
that 1.9 percent of WKU
don’t always get to
students have insomnia.
talk to them or hang
out,” he said.
Source: Kathryn Steward, assistant
He also rarely has
director of health education at
a chance to enjoy outHealth Services
door hobbies such as
hiking and kayaking.

who regularly works in secondhand
smoke in her job at Buffalo Wild
Wings, said she likes the new ban.
“I’m not a smoker, and I think it is
a good idea,” Robert said.
Louisville freshman Casey Park, a
smoker, said she feels people who are
on the edge of quitting smoking might
be led to quit with this ban. However,
she says those who aren’t trying to
quit are still going to smoke when and

where they want.
“It’s frustrating,” Park said. “I feel
I should have the right to smoke if I
want to. However, I understand nonsmokers not wanting to be subjected
to secondhand smoke.”
Parks thinks it will take years to
completely enforce this kind of law.
She joked that she would have to start
looking for cops before she “lights
up.”

The One Year Full-Time WKU MBA
•
•
•
•
•
The Gordon Ford College
of Business is AACSB
accredited – making your
degree worth more.

Earn your WKU MBA in 1 year
Graduate Assistantships ($10,000)
Limited scholarships available
High-quality - applied business courses
Sustainability electives available

Don’t have a business degree?

The new “Western Kentucky
Connect” Online MBA may be
for you – fulltime are part-time.

BUS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The bus stop codes
are found at each campus stop on four routes:
the White Line, the Blue
Line, the Red Line, and
the Green Line (Shopping Shuttle). The codes
can also be found in
Parking and Transportation brochures around
campus and in each bus.
NEXTbus also offers an
automatic alerts service
that sends text or e-mail
updates informing users of when the bus will
arrive to their location
or if the transit service
has been interrupted. To

subscribe to this service,
visit www.nextbus.com/
myNextBus.
This service is especially useful when
weather conditions are
unpredictable
and
a
route may be canceled,
or when students are in
their dorms preparing for
class, Rowland said.
Rowland said they are
always looking for new
technological approaches
to use on campus. He believes NEXTbus, which
is used at many college
campuses and public transit systems, is one of the
biggest and most useful
changes they’ve made.
“We feel like this is a
good start,” he said.

Requirements Include:

2.75 UGPA, 500 GMAT
You can complete our ondemand “Foundational Modules.” with a 3.5 on the written part.
Can’t go fulltime?

But he said staying up late gives him time to do things
without much interruption.
“From 2 to 3 a.m., the only calls you get are ‘Hey, I’m
out. Can you get me?’” he said.
Ben thinks his insomnia started as a child, when his
sister moved out.
He said his sister raised him, and it shook him when
she left.
His mom tells him that finding him in the morning
was like playing hide-and-go-seek.
Sometimes she found Ben asleep under the table, in
the bathroom, in the living room or by his toy cars.
Because sleep deprivation depletes his body of essential nutrients, he said he takes lots of vitamins, and he
keeps a sunlamp on most of the time to get more vitamin
D.
“There are days that I don’t see the sun,” he said.

Application deadline
March 15.
For More Information
call 270.745.5458,

Website: www.wku.edu/mba Email: mba@wku.edu
1.877.WKU.1MBA (1.877.958.1622)

SMOKE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Jessie said the issue
is very sensitive because
WKU requires students
to live on campus for a
minimum of two years.
“There are students
that come to campus as

smokers and the smokeban wouldn’t allow them
to smoke here for those
years,” Jessie said.
Jessie said that this is a
pressing issue, especially
since the city of Bowling
Green just passed an ordinance regulating smoking in indoor businesses
on Monday.

WKUHERALD.COM
Taggart building recruiting
class with enthusiasm
Sports editor
Zach Greenwell
PAGE 3B
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at Florida Atlantic
Live blog and coverage this Saturday
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Senior forward Arnika Brown defends the ball during WKU’s Jan. 22 home game against Troy. The Lady Toppers won 92-76.

Steady As She Goes
Veteran Brown giving Lady Tops some consistency
By COLE CLAYBOURN
news@chherald.com

Senior forward Arnika Brown said she doesn’t care
about awards or records.
But with the way she’s played in WKU’s eight Sun Belt
Conference games, she’s in line to receive her fair share at
the end of the season.
Brown is averaging 13.9 points and 9.8 rebounds per
game in the Sun Belt and has posted a double-double in
four of the eight conference games.
Head Coach Mary Taylor Cowles said Brown has simply been “huge” for the team.
“That’s a preseason first-team all-conference player

that is playing like that now,” she said. “Really, she’s got
to provide that kind of consistency night in and night out,
and she knows that.”
During the Lady Toppers’ (8-12, 5-3 SBC) most recent
wins — double-digit victories over Florida Atlantic and
Troy — Brown brought that consistency.
She scored 13 points with 10 rebounds against FAU
on Jan. 16 and followed it up with 24 points and eight rebounds against Troy last Saturday. The wins were two of
WKU’s largest margins of victory this season.
While Brown wasn’t as dominant offensively in
Wednesday’s 69-54 loss at Florida International —scoring
just seven points — she still pulled down six rebounds and
found herself as a go-to option on offense in the second

half.
“I’ve been consistent here,” Brown said. “When I’m
on the floor, defenses are going to react, and it opens a lot
of things up.”
Sophomore forward Janae Howard said when the shots
weren’t falling in the second half against FIU, the offensive
plan was to get Brown the ball in the post and play insideout basketball.
“Arnika and (junior forward) LaTeira (Owens) have
been doing damage on the inside all season,” she said.
“We tried to get the person that was guarding the perimeter
players to be confused.”
SEE BROWN, PAGE 2B

SWIMMING

Swim teams preparing for ﬁnal meet, Senior Day
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@chherald.com

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

The WKU swim team practices Tuesday in the Powell Natatorium in preparation for their home
meet on Saturday against Southern Illinois. The meet will also be Senior Day.

The swim teams at WKU are in what
senior Chelsea Stephens called the “final
push” of the season before next month’s
Sun Belt Conference Championship.
The teams will host Southern Illinois on
Saturday in their final competition before
the conference championship.
The meet will begin at 1 p.m. at Powell
Natatorium in the Preston Center, and admission is free.
At the teams’ practice Wednesday, Head
Coach Bruce Marchionda acknowledged
the importance of this weekend’s meet.
“After just coming off our hardest training of the year, it’s extremely important for
us to perform well and come away with a
victory,” he said.
Assistant Coach Rita Kalmikova said
that a win would be important because it can
give WKU some momentum.
“We want to finish our season on a good
note,” she said. “It’s very important for
our confidence this close to the conference

championship.”
Marchionda said that SIU will pose several challenges at the meet, with their men’s
and women’s teams both projected to win
the Missouri Valley Conference.
Assistant Coach Brian Thomas said
he’s confident heading into the meet and
believes that the event will help motivate
the team.
“We traditionally swim well at home,
and with this atmosphere I have no doubt
we’ll come out and swim our best,” Thomas
said.
For nearly a month, WKU has been in
its most difficult training period of the year,
Marchionda said.
He said the teams have been working
consistently on the little things that will
“make a difference at the end of the year.”
Stephens said she usually practices three
to four hours a day in order to stay in shape.
“You always want to work on the little
things and keep preparing for other teams,”
she said.
SEE FINAL, PAGE 3B
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

Friday & Saturday
■ Rod McCravy Invitational - track and

field at Lexington
■ Indiana Relays - track and ﬁeld at

Indiana University

Saturday
■ Swimming 1 p.m. against Southern

Illinois
■ Women's basketball 2 p.m. at Florida

Atlantic
■ Men's basketball 6 p.m. at Florida

Atlantic
■ Woman's tennis 11 a.m. against

Union College
■ Men's tennis 2 p.m. against Union
College

QUOTE OF
THE WEEK
"Of course we'll have
some people who will
bump heads. We're
women. But it's going to
be fun, and we have to
take it one day at a time
and just be a team."
—AMY MCNEAR
Senior guard, on Lady Tops' trip to Florida

Following the Toppers
@zpr559: Damn WKU
steals a top football
recruit from UL! Taggart
is doing work! tweeted
Monday
@bracketboard: Let's
not be hasty, but #WKU
has looked like an actual, functional basketball team for 70 of the
last 80 minutes. Overwhelmed #Troy tonight.
tweeted Saturday

join the discussion:
Follow @wkuheraldsports on Twitter
Fan College Heights Herald Sports on
Facebook
Log onto wkuherald.com/sports

ELIZABETH FRANTZ/HERALD

Junior guard Kahlil McDonald makes his way toward the basket during Saturday night’s game against Troy. The Toppers
defeated Troy 77-58.

Transfer McDonald ﬁnding his
groove at right time for WKU
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

Kahlil McDonald’s junior season at WKU has been all about adjustments.
From junior college to Division
I, from New York City to Bowling Green, from shooting guard to
point guard.
Everything’s been different for
McDonald since he arrived, but he
said it’s all been for the best.
“It’s been a tough transition,”
he said. “But I feel like I’m getting better at it as we play more
games.”
McDonald said he chose WKU
after two seasons at Blinn College in Texas because he wanted a
school with tradition — one where
he felt he could win.
The wins haven’t come as
quickly as McDonald and WKU
would have liked this season, but
his production has started to pick
up steam.
His playing time found a boost
when the Toppers lost point guards
Ken Brown and Brandon Peters to
academic issues, and McDonald
was forced to move to the position.
He started five of the first six
Sun Belt games as a result, recording at least 28 minutes in each.

“He’s really growing up on
the job, which isn’t easy,” Head
Coach Ken McDonald said. “He’s
playing out of position, which also
isn’t easy. There’s a lot of pressure
on him ... and he’s handled it.”
Kahlil McDonald said the biggest hurdle to jump when he arrived at WKU was his conditioning. He admitted that he wasn’t in
the best shape he could have been,
which he said affected both his
shooting and defense.
The junior came with a reputation as a 3-point threat but made
just nine shots from behind the arc
in his first 10 games. He then made
16 in the next seven contests.
“He’s gotten his body in great
shape to play the minutes,” Ken
McDonald said. “He’s letting the
game come to him rather than
forcing bad shots.”
Sophomore guard Jamal Crook
has also become one of Kahlil McDonald’s biggest fans. The two
have split the duties at the point
over the past few weeks, which
Crook said has made them both
better players.
“I think it’s good that you’ve
got two guys that can come in and
handle the ball and handle pressure in different situations,” Crook
said. “He’s more of a scorer. You
can move him to the off-guard, I

can penetrate and find him, and he
can do some things also.”
Kahlil McDonald’s low point at
WKU came on Dec. 14 when he
was left off the Toppers’ trip to
Memphis. He wasn’t suspended,
but Ken McDonald said the guard
“lost his cool” in one isolated incident.
But even the emotional strain
of playing Division I has eased,
Kahlil McDonald said.
The slow pace of life in Bowling
Green has had a calming effect on
him, providing a foil to his home
in Brooklyn, N.Y.
“Here, it’s like getting away from
my hometown and really being able
to focus more on my career and
education,” he said. “Being home is
kind of a distraction sometimes, so
it’s worked out for the best.”
Ken McDonald said he’s
watched his newest point guard
mature in his time at WKU.
That growth has been welltimed as the Toppers hit the home
stretch of their season.
“Sometimes it takes a little
while to get used to just how
high a level this is. It’s intense,”
Ken McDonald said. “Sometimes
you’ve got to get a little low before
you move on, and that’s Kahlil.
But we’re a much better team now
because of him.”

BROWN
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

if one sandwich is
all you need,
we deliver with
lightning speed!

Brown was able to
draw a number of fouls
against FIU but struggled
at the free throw line,
going 3-for-8.
But that was just one
small hiccup in what’s
been a record-setting
season for Brown. Earlier
this season against North
Dakota, she became just
the fourth Lady Topper
player to amass 1,000
career rebounds.
And while she said
she doesn’t care about
records or awards, there’s
still one feat that she said
she wants to reach.
Before the season
began, she said she

michelle c. - hebron, oh

would get 30 rebounds
in a game sometime this
season. While she joked
about being old and in
pain, Brown said 30
rebounds in a game is
still a goal of hers.
“My knees have been
hurting,” she said. “But
I’m still going to go
for it. With the type of
rebounding that we have
on the team — Keisha
(Mosley), me, LaTeira
and Jasmine (Johnson),
we’ve pretty much been
sharing the boards here
lately.
“But this year has just
been awesome, so I’m
not too worried about
it. Regardless of what
happens, I’ve had a great
year and a great career
here at WKU.”

jimmyjohns.com
1916 RUSSELLVILLE RD.
270.393.8884
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

COLUMN

Taggart's best weapon
is his enthusiasm

ELIZABETH FRANTZ/HERALD

Senior guard Amy McNear drives toward the basket during the Lady Toppers’ game against
Texas Tech on Dec. 29. WKU is 6-4 in Diddle Arena this season but 2-7 on the road.

Road woes continue
for Lady Toppers
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

At halftime of Wednesday’s game at
Florida International, it looked like the Lady
Toppers might buck a trend that’s been far
too common this season.
That trend: road losses.
After taking an 11-point lead into halftime, WKU (8-12, 5-3 Sun Belt Conference) looked to be in control and on its way
to snapping a two-game road losing streak
and winning its third straight game.
But then came the second half, where the
Lady Toppers scored just 23 points — their
lowest second-half total of the season —
and were outscored by 26 after the break en
route to a 69-54 loss.
The loss brought WKU’s road record to
2-7, a stark contrast to their 6-4 home record.
To WKU’s credit, several of their early
road games were against ranked teams such
as Duke and Michigan State, as well as top35 RPI teams Louisiana Tech and Vanderbilt.
But Head Coach Mary Taylor Cowles
said the Lady Toppers won’t make any excuses and will simply have to learn to start
winning on the road.
“I’m not even going to go there,” she
said. “Every college team has to play on the
road.”
No one can say Cowles didn’t prepare
her team for this week’s road swing against
FIU and Florida Atlantic.
It didn’t matter that she had never lost to
FIU in her previous eight seasons as head
coach.
And Cowles said it won’t matter Saturday that WKU is coming off a 27-point

win in their last meeting against FAU. She
said anything can happen on the road, and
the Lady Toppers weren’t going to overlook
either team.
“It’s just a different feel altogether,”
Cowles said. “FIU is always a tough environment to play in. At the end of the week, we
go and play an FAU team that we’ve already
played once. But again, it’s on the road, so
this is going to be a good test for us.”
Sophomore forward Janae Howard said
like most teams, the Lady Toppers play better at home because they’re in a comfortable
environment with their fans there to cheer
for them.
But when they’re on the road and away
from all of that, she said they still have to
play as hard.
“We need to find our own spark,” Howard said. “When we’re at home, we can look
around and see why we’re doing what we’re
doing and why we’re fighting. We had a few
fans here (at FIU), so I don’t really know
why we didn’t (play hard). We need to find
our own energy within.”
WKU will have one more chance to do
that on Saturday against FAU. Howard said
it will be a chance for the Lady Toppers to
salvage the road trip and head back home on
a good note.
Senior forward Arnika Brown said if they
can play like they did in the first half against
FIU, then that shouldn’t be a problem.
“We just need to not make the same mistakes,” she said. “That’s what’s going to get
us a championship. We just need to take
care of business, especially when we have
an 11-point lead. We can’t let teams come
back and beat us.”

TRACK & FIELD

Teams split for local meets
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@chherald.com

The WKU track teams are splitting up
to go to separate meets this weekend in
order to compete in exclusive midseason
events.
Assistant Coach Craig Morehead said
while most team members will be in competition at the Rod McCravy Invitational
in Lexington this weekend, some distance
runners will travel to Bloomington, Ind.,
to compete in a meet at Indiana University.
Many of the distance runners at WKU
will be competing in the 5,000-meter run
at Indiana. Morehead said the event is
rarely offered at midseason meets, and
the teams are ready to take advantage of
the opportunity.
The meets will mark the first weekend
road trip for the teams this semester, one
which has been marred by snow and other
poor running conditions.
“Our performances have been pretty
impressive so far, especially considering
this weather,” senior runner Barry Quinn
said. “(Snow) usually forces a lot of setbacks.”
Quinn, who will be in Lexington this
weekend, said he has confidence in the
runners going to Indiana but acknowledged that running such a distance would
be difficult.
“The 5k is always competitive in Indiana,” he said.
Quinn said he’s also been impressed by
the younger members of the team.
“It’s really great seeing all the young
guns start to step up,” he said.

FINAL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Kalmikova
also
stressed the importance
of continuing to practice
during this stretch.
“In swimming, you can’t
take much time off,” she
said. “You have to stay in
the water.”
Saturday’s meet is also
the teams’ Senior Day,
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Head Coach Eric Jenkins will be with
the majority of the team in Lexington this
weekend. He said that assistant Michelle
Scott, the women’s distance coach, will be
the only coach going to Indiana.
“I’m usually the coach who goes
to events like these because I train for
events from 800 meters to the 10k,”
Scott said.
Scott seemed confident in the team and
stressed the importance
of performing well in the
5k run. She said the goal
was to get some of the
women on the team under 18 minutes, 30 seconds for the run, which
would help push them
into a more competitive
division in the Sun Belt
Conference ChampionMOREHEAD
ship.
Scott, who ran at WKU as a student,
said 11 runners will be in competition
this weekend at Indiana, including eight
women and three members of the men’s
team.
Morehead said the teams are having
to adjust to the new semester because it
changes their training routine.
“With no school we could practice
and lift whenever we wanted to,” he said.
“School started, so our schedule and routines have to change.”
However, he also said he believes the
new routine holds other benefits for the
team.
“Coming back isn’t a bad thing,”
Morehead said. “The kids are managing
their time better.”

and many of the athletes’
families are expected to be
in attendance.
Stephens, who has been
on the team for four years,
said she has a love-hate
relationship with the date.
“I used to be ready to be
finished with it, and now
that its actually here, it’s
kind of sad,” she said.
Kalmikova said she
shares a special relationship
with the senior class.

“My first year here
was the first year for these
seniors,” she said. “It’s like
my class graduating.”
Kalmikova said she
believes the seniors have
an important place in the
program’s history.
“They helped move
the program forward,” she
said. “We’re much more
competitive because of
them. It’s hard to see them
go.”

Recruiting football prospects to
WKU is kind of like balancing someone
walking a tightrope.
The potential benefits and perks keep
them walking the line. But the minute
they get distracted by the negatives, off
they go.
With an enthusiasm that hasn’t wavered since
WKU’s season
ended
in December,
Head
Coach Willie Taggart
has already
shepherded
at least 19
recruits from
one side of
the rope to
ZACH GREENWELL
the other.
S i g n i n g Press Row Perspective
Day arrives sports@chherald.com
on Wednesday, and Taggart and his staff have put together a recruiting class that should finish atop the
Sun Belt Conference.
The group includes eight players rated three-star prospects by Rivals.com
— three more than Taggart produced in
his first recruiting class that topped the
league.
Now, WKU has a lot to sell, including its brand-new facilities and chance
for immediate playing time.
But there’s also a lot of snags in the
sales pitch. The Toppers’ 4-32 record
over the past three seasons doesn’t do
it any favors.
Its membership in the Sun Belt and
small-town feel in Bowling Green also
don’t always appeal to prospective
players.
So how has Taggart gotten past that?
By making believers out of the players
he visits.
Taggart could read this column and
take offense to the negatives I suggested
about WKU. As he should.
It’s his job to defend his school, especially with recruits watching intently.
But what makes Taggart special — and
earns recruits’ respect — is that he believes every word he says.

Even Taggart claims WKU is in his
DNA. It’s what drew him away from
Stanford to man this program, and it’s
what lights up his face when you ask
him about the Toppers’ glory days.
That passion isn’t lost on high school
players trying to find a college that feels
like home.
Several of WKU’s current verbal
commitments talk about taking someone’s job when they arrive. They talk
about building something special.
Something they can leave their mark
on.
That’s how Taggart has to sell a program that hasn’t won much lately — by
making recruits believe they have the
power to change.
There’s no denying Taggart is a player’s coach. At 34, he’s likely to be mistaken for a player in a lot of settings.
Legendary Florida Atlantic coach
Howard Schnellenberger made that mistake in the two’s first encounter, asking
Taggart what Sun Belt team he played
for.
People won’t be making that error much longer if Taggart continues
to rattle off the best recruiting class in
the Sun Belt each year. More and more
recruits will also start to remember the
name.
It’s obvious recruiting is a challenge
Taggart loves. During one interview in
the 2010 season, he made the comment
that the one drawback to being a head
coach is he doesn’t get to hit the recruiting trail as often.
The head coach gets just one chance
to convince a player in person that his
school is the place to be.
So far, a lot of people have been buying what Taggart’s selling.
Verbal commitments don’t mean a
player won’t have a change of heart.
Until Wednesday, they’re still balancing
on the edge of that tightrope.
That’s when we’ll find out how many
of them are truly on board with Taggart’s vision for WKU. But I promise
you this — Taggart expects every player
who’s given him a verbal to end up on
campus.
Because Taggart’s a believer at heart.
And that always makes for a good
salesman.
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